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SATURDAY, JANUARY 18, 2020 
Speakers: Endorsements 

Start time 9:30 a.m. Coffee & Donuts 9:00 a.m. 
The Point at C.C. Young 4847 W. Lawther Dr. Dallas, TX. 

Guests welcome! Come hear and meet our speakers. Bring friends. 
                                                                      

                 Officers 2020 
President:  Brian Hasenbauer  972-644-5278 
brianhasenbauer@gmail.com 
Vice-Pres: Scott Hadden 214-616-9930 
filmvid@pipeline.com 
Treasurer: Tim Sexton 214-320-8388    
tsexton@sbcglobal.net                                                     
Secretary: Nancy Ferro  214-533-1208  
nancyferro1@gmail.com.  
Membership: Judy Garrett 972-270-3185 
judyncaren@tx.rr.com 
PAC Treas.: Dale McEowen 214-692-0130 
dmceowen@sbcglobal.net 
Telephone: Rhonda Green 214-236-7839 
rhondagreen1@sbcglobal.net 
Love of Lake: Al Ortiz 214-349-1082 
ortiz8828@sbcglobal.net 
Newsletter/Sunshine: Joan Covici 214-893-0784  
jccovici@earthlink.net 
 

January 14, 2020   7pm CST 
9811 Estate Lane  Dallas, TX 75238 

Debate Watching Party    
Come join fellow 

Lake Highlands White Rock Democrats 
to watch the Democratic Debate in an informal 

environment at the home of  
Club President, Brian Hasenbauer.  

RSVP to: brianhasenbauer@gmail.com  Light appetizers 
and drinks will be provided.  Bring something to share if 
you like.  Please feel free to bring a friend and introduce 

them to the club via this fun, and low-key activity.  
 

Contact: 
http://www.brianhasenbauer.com 

https://www.facebook.com/brianhasenbauer/ 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/brianhasenbauer 

http://www.twitter.com/bhasenbauer 
 

January 23, 2020   5:30 pm 
Happy Hour at District 9 Draught Haus 

We will have tables set up and staff to help!! 
Music Bingo  

starts at 7:00 that members might enjoy. 
        

 

		Brian Hasenbauer, LHWR Dems President 2020  	

                       
                          The President's Note 
     Thanks for being a subscriber to the Lake Highlands 
White Rock Democrats newsletter. This is my first address to 
the group, and I wanted to take a moment to invite each of 
you to action and to find the place that’s best for you in the 
Democratic Party and specifically within our club. We are 
always in need of volunteers, new ideas, and enthusiasm to 
help further the club’s goal of getting more Democratic 
candidates elected to office.  
      If you have an exceptional talent for social media, graphic 
design, communications, web design, event planning, or 
something else you want to contribute, we have opportunities 
for you to make a difference this year! This is  most critical 
year in some of our lives, and making sure that we reverse the 
direction the country is heading -- under the leadership of 
Donald Trump and the Republican party-- is of paramount 
importance. Only by taking action and putting in hard work 
can we make this happen.  We need your help! 
      Send me an email at brianhasenbauer@gmail.com or DM 
me on Instagram @bhasenbauer and let’s chat about how we 
can put your talents to use in 2020 to get more Democrats 
elected to office!  On behalf of the Lake Highlands White 
Rock Democrats, I hope you have a Happy New Year and a 
prosperous 2020.  Let’s BEAT DONALD TRUMP!!!!!!!  
 

Brian  holds a  degree in Finance from George Mason 
University in Fairfax, Virginia. He is founder of Helping 
Lake Highlands, a non-profit focused on raising the 
awareness of local non-profits in the Lake Highlands 
community in Dallas, Texas. Our goal is to connect those 
who need help with those who can provide help and those 
who want to help (volunteer or financial support) working 
with local non-profits. 
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NRA acted as "foreign asset" for Russia ahead of 2016 
election The National Rifle Association acted as a “foreign 
asset” for Russia leading up to the 2016 election, according to 
a report by Democrats on the Senate Finance Committee. 
An 18-month investigation into the NRA’s Russia ties by the 
committee’s minority staff, which reviewed more than 4,000 
pages of NRA records, found that NRA leaders promised 
Russians access to U.S. officials in exchange for Russian 
business. 
The probe found that NRA officials used the organization’s 
financial resources, which largely come from member dues, 
to curry favor with Aleksander Torshin, who was then an 
official at Russia’s Central Bank, and his deputy, convicted 
Russian spy Maria Butina.  
The investigation found that former NRA president David 
Keene organized a trip to Russia — despite NRA denials that 
the trip was officially endorsed by the group — during which 
Butina and Torshin brought a delegation of NRA officials to 
Moscow. Keene set up the trip on the promise of business 
opportunities in Russia, including possible deals with a 
Russian gun manufacturer that was under U.S. sanctions, 
according to the report. 
Getting the trip launched and approved took some convincing 
from Keene and his wife, Donna. Writing to then-NRA 
president Allan Cors about his decision to skip the trip, 
Donna Keene wrote, “we’ve worked for 7 years to build trust 
with the Russians.” 
Along with the trip, the probe found that the NRA gave 
Torshin and Butina “broad access to events” over three years, 
where both Russians met with top Republican lawmakers and 
presidential candidates. Pete Brownell, an NRA official who 
went on the Moscow trip, told investigators that he personally 
introduced Butina to Donald Trump Jr. at a 2016 event. The 
report also showed that the NRA in August 2015 hosted then-
Russian ambassador Sergei Kislyak, who became a central 
figure in the investigation into the Trump campaign’s ties to 
Russia. 
Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Ore., the Finance Committee's ranking 
member, said that the probe revealed that Torshin and Butina 
had “effectively used the promise of lucrative personal 
business opportunities to capture the NRA and gain access to 
the American political system.” 
“This report lays out in significant detail that the NRA lied 
about the 2015 delegation trip to Moscow. This was an 
official trip undertaken so NRA insiders could get rich — a 
clear violation of the principle that tax-exempt resources 
should not be used for personal benefit,” Wyden said in 
a statement. 
The report could have significant legal implications for the 
tax-exempt group, Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer 
said in a statement. "The NRA has abused its tax-exempt 
status and essentially become a business enterprise that its 
board members and leadership use for lucrative personal 
business opportunities, including in Moscow," he said.          
 

"As the disturbing truth continues to surface, the NRA’s 
status as a tax exempt entity needs to be thoroughly 
investigated.” 
Republicans disagreed with the Democratic conclusions 
and issued their own report, arguing that the $6,000 raised for 
the trip to Russia was “relatively insubstantial” and argued 
that the rest of the evidence in the report “does not raise 
concerns that the NRA abused its tax-exempt status.” 
“The Minority report reads more like a political document 
directed at an organization well known in U.S. politics to be 
despised by Democrats for its advocacy for Second 
Amendment rights,” the Republican report said.  
But the $6,000 figure refers only to money the NRA 
reimbursed to Butina. The report also showed that Brownell 
had been reimbursed more than $21,000 by the NRA for 
expenses related to the trip. Only after questions were raised 
about the trip in 2018 did Brownell pay back $17,000 of 
those funds.  
The investigation concluded that top NRA officials went to 
Russia "primarily or solely for the purpose of advancing 
personal business interests, rather than advancing the NRA's 
tax-exempt purpose." 
Wyden did not explicitly call for the NRA to lose its tax-
exempt status but said the IRS needed to conduct a “broader 
review of the NRA’s activities in recent years” to determine 
whether its activities in Russia were part of a “persistent 
pattern of impermissible conduct.” 
“The totality of evidence uncovered during my investigation, 
as well as the mounting evidence of rampant self-dealing, 
indicate the NRA may have violated tax laws,” he said.  
Attorneys general in New York and Washington, D.C., 
are conducting their own investigationsof alleged wrongdoing 
by the NRA, which has been locked in a fierce legal 
battle with its longtime PR firm and a bizarre internal rift that 
has led to numerous resignations. 
Butina pleaded guilty to acting as a Russian agent and was 
sentenced to 18 months in prison earlier this year. 
During the NRA’s 2016 outreach to the Russians, an arm of 
the group that is not required to disclose its donors spent 
a record $30 million helping to elect President Trump, more 
than three times as much as it spent supporting Republican 
nominee Mitt Romney in 2012.Igor  ~Derysh Salon 9/28/2019  
 
A police union charity, its PAC and the 
telemarketers they fund. The next time you get 
solicited to donate in memory of fallen police officers 
consider the case of the Law Enforcement Officer Relief 
Fund. About 77 percent of the donations it receives from 
the public goes to pay fundraising services, a review of 
the charity’s tax returns reveals. A small fraction goes to 
the families of fallen officers. And then there’s the 
organization’s link to a political action committee. 
CENTER FOR PUBLIC INTEGRITY 
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Experts Fear Cyberattack Wave in 2020 Elections 
The U.S. National Security Agency and its British 
counterpart issued a warning in October: The Russians were 
back and growing stealthier. They said groups linked to 
Russia’s intelligence agencies had been uncovered boring 
into the network of an elite Iranian hacking unit and attacking 
governments and private companies in the Middle East and 
Britain. For federal and state officials charged with readying 
defenses for the 2020 election, it meant that the next 
cyberwar was not going to be like the last. It’s shaping up to 
be an ugly campaign season marred by hacking and 
disinformation, reports the New York Times. U.S. defenses 
have vastly improved in the four years since Russian hackers 
and trolls mounted a campaign to sway the 2016 presidential 
election. Facebook is looking for threats it barely knew 
existed in 2016, such as fake ads paid for in rubles. Military 
officials are considering whether to retaliate against election 
interference by hacking senior Russian officials and leaking 
their personal emails or financial information.  Interviews 
with dozens of officials and experts make clear that 
many vulnerabilities exploited by Moscow in 2016 
remain. Most political campaigns are unwilling to set up 
effective cyberdefenses. Those charged with protecting 
elections face the same challenge they did four years 
ago: to spot and head off any attack before it can disrupt 
voting or sow doubts about the outcome. The 
Department of Homeland Security is anxious about a 
spate of ransomware attacks on U.S. towns and cities 
over the last year. The attacks, officials say, revealed 
gaping security holes that could be exploited by those 
looking to disrupt voting by locking up and ransoming 
voter rolls or simply cutting power at critical polling 
centers on Election Day. And while large-scale hacking 
of voting machines is difficult, it is by no means 
impossible. 
Dallas PD pursuit policy was finally released from 
the shooting by DPS troopers deployed in Dallas last 
summer. Troopers engaged in a pursuit when a driver 
failed to pull over for failure to signal a lane change, 
then shot him in his driveway. The driver was armed 
but body cam footage doesn't show him or aiming it at 
police. Notably, the pursuit would not have been 
allowed under the Dallas PD pursuit policy, which 
forbids pursuits except for felonies involving violence, 
providing support for other law-enforcement agencies' 
pursuits, if the suspect fired or displayed a firearm in a 
threatening manner, or when "the officer reasonably 
believes that the immediate need to apprehend the 
offender outweighs the risk to any person of collision, 
injury or death." Otherwise, "all other pursuits are 
prohibited." This kid would still be alive if the Dallas PD 
policy were followed - a great example why state 
troopers shouldn't be tasked to perform urban policing. 
 

 
Democratic socialism is a political philosophy that 
advocates for political democracy alongside a socially 
owned economy,[1] with a particular emphasis on workers' 
self-management and democratic control of economic 
institutions within a socialist market, or some form of 
a decentralized planned socialist economy.[2] Democratic 
socialists argue that capitalism is inherently incompatible 
with the values of freedom, equality and solidarity and that 
these ideals can only be achieved through the realization of a 
socialist society.[3]Although most democratic socialists seek a 
gradual transition to socialism,[4]democratic socialism can 
support either revolutionary or reformist politics as means to 
establish socialism.[3] As a term, democratic socialism was 
popularized by social democrats who were opposed to 
the authoritarian development of socialism in Russia and 
elsewhere during the 20th century.[5][6] 
       The origins of democratic socialism can be traced to 
19th-century utopian socialist thinkers and the 
British Chartist movement that somewhat differed in their 
goals yet all shared the essence of democratic decision 
making and public ownership of the means of production as 
positive characteristics of the society they advocated for.[7] In 
the late 19th century and early 20th century, democratic 
socialism was also influenced by social democracy. 
The gradualist form of socialism promoted by the 
British Fabian Society and Eduard Bernstein's evolutionary 
socialism in Germany influenced the development of 
democratic socialism.[8][9][10] Democratic socialism is what 
most socialists understand by the concept of 
socialism.[6][11] As a result, democratic socialism may be a 
very broad or more limited concept. It can refer to all forms 
of socialism that are democratic and reject some forms of 
democratic state socialism and utopian socialism. Democratic 
socialism is contrasted to Marxism–Leninism which is 
viewed as being authoritarian or undemocratic in 
practice. Democratic socialists oppose the Stalinist political 
system and the Soviet-type economic system, rejecting the 
perceived authoritarian form of governance and 
the centralized administrative command economy that took 
form in the Soviet Union and other Marxist–Leninist 
states during the 20th century.[12] Democratic socialism is also 
distinguished from the Third Way on the basis that 
democratic socialists are committed to systemic 
transformation of the economy from capitalism to socialism 
whereas supporters of the centrist Third Way are opposed to 
ending capitalism. While having socialism as a long-term 
goal, modern social democrats are more concerned to curb 
capitalism's excesses and are supportive 
of progressive reforms to humanize it in the present day.[3] 
~From Wikipedia, 

*************************** 
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Five Times the Effects of Climate Change Loomed 
Over Texas in 2019From sweltering droughts to a toxic algae 
bloom spreading in Texas waterways, the Observer takes a 
look back at the direct and indirect impacts of the climate 
crisis in Texas. 
In 2019, the climate crisis captured the nation’s attention in a 
notable and urgent way. Perhaps it was a reaction to the 
Trump administration rolling back numerous environmental 
protections, or Greta Thunberg’s electrifying speech at the 
U.N., or climate change effects being felt across the country. 
For Texans, talk of climate change escalated as the state 
experienced several extreme meteorological and 
environmental events, weather catastrophes that seemed to 
signal our new normal. 
Climate Change Will Drive Up Energy Use in Texas 
     Over the summer, the Electric Reliability Council of 
Texas (ERCOT) urged customers to decrease their electricity 
consumption during the most sweltering part of the day. 
That’s because the state’s grid system had the lowest reserve 
margins in the country, a reality that could become more 
common as global energy demand continues to rise. (Some 
estimates say it will grow as much as 58 percent by the 
middle of the century.) 
Texas has already seen a significant uptick in energy use; 
during Texas’s hottest day in 2019, the state used more 
megawatts of electricity than it did a decade ago. If Texas’ 
population doubles by 2050, as it’s expected to, more homes 
will need to be cooled during our scorching summers, which 
are also supposed to be more severe in years to come. 
If a Glacier Melts in the Arctic, the Texas Coast Feels It 
      If you were ever concerned or interested about how a 
glacier dies, two Rice University anthropologists, Dominic 
Boyer and Cymene Howe, laid out the process in a recent 
documentary. Earlier this year, the Observer spoke with the 
Houston-based researchers about their 2018 film, Not OK, 
which documents the effects of warmer temperatures on an 
Okjökull (or OK for short). OK is the first Icelandic glacier 
lost to climate change, and its disappearance signals a similar 
trend for glaciers over the next two centuries. 
Howe told the Observer that “part of the research is about 
recognizing the shift of feeling imperiled by your natural 
environment, to feeling compelled to protect your natural 
environment.” 
And for those who don’t think the impacts of this particular 
aspect of the climate crisis matters here, remember that Texas 
has hundreds of miles of coastline: According to Boyer, “the 
ice melting in Greenland and Iceland right now is being 
redistributed across the globe to the Gulf of Mexico.” 
Whiplash Weather Across Texas 
      Flood, drought, and wildfires! Oh, my! 
After the Rio Grande Valley saw some intense flooding that 
resulted in the destruction of 1,000 homes, the Lower Valley  
was withered by an ongoing drought that caused locals to be 
concerned about wildfires. 
According to Robert Mace, Texas State University’s chief     
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water policy officer, “part of what [Texas] is seeing here is 
the legendary variability of weather in Texas.” And although 
it can be hard to blame one singular weather event on climate 
change alone, Mace reminds us that each one is influenced by 
the global phenomenon. 
Last year, three-quarters of the state experienced droughts 
and experienced the worst wildfire year on record, which 
impacted more than 14 million people. 
Climate Change Will Make Harmful Algae Blooms in 
Texas Waterways More Common 
       The Texas weather trifecta—warm winter temperatures, 
heavy spring rains, and parched summers—have other 
effects; they create the perfect brew for harmful blue-green 
algae to thrive. And the photosynthetic microorganism is 
expected to become more common due to climate change. 
In late spring and early summer, the state saw above average 
rainfall “inundating [streams, rivers and lakes] with 
pollutants.” The summer heat later warmed and evaporated 
some water, leaving stagnant pools with “accumulated 
pollution”—runoff pollutants from cities and fertilizers from 
farms. Then, because there were so few rainstorms, the 
pollutants never flushed out of these bodies of water. 
When that water sits, algae can bloom and sometimes release 
a toxin that causes respiratory problems, as well as rashes in 
humans. It also depletes oxygen content in water affecting 
marine life. 
It had fatal consequences this past summer: several 
dogs died after swimming in Austin’s Lady Bird Lake, which 
contained the toxic blue-green algae. The city recently 
announced that it had spent $35,500 on 13 additional water 
tests since the algae appeared. 
Tropical Storm Imelda and Texas’ 500-Year Floods 
       Earlier this year, Tropical Storm Imelda hit Southeast 
Texas and immediately became known as one of the area’s 
worst storms, rivaling 2017’s ruinous Hurricane Harvey. 
According to the National Weather Service, Imelda dumped 
more than 40 inches of rain in some parts of the area. 
The Observer found that hurricane disaster relief hasn’t 
improved in much of Texas, leaving some areas like Port 
Arthur in “recovery limbo” after storms like Harvey and 
Imelda. The state, for its part, is doing some work on this 
front. In October, about two weeks after Imelda hit the coast, 
Governor Greg Abbott requested a federal disaster 
declaration to receive almost $30 million in aid for 13 
counties, which experienced damage to almost 900 uninsured 
homes. 
Texas will likely need a lot more funding to aid in future 
disasters. Imelda is one of several “500-year flood” events to 
hit Southeast Texas over the past few years, and 
environmental advocates continue to be concerned that 
similar storms will become more frequent and intensified by 
fossil fuel companies. 
ENTERPRISE/THE BEAUMONT ENTERPRISE VIA AP 
DaLyah Jones Jan 3, 2020 
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“Becoming Jane” celebrates the work of the famed 
chimpanzee researcher Jane Goodall began observing 
chimpanzees in 1960, but her first study of animal 
behavior took place some 20 years earlier, when she was 
about 5 years old. One afternoon, she disappeared from 
home for several hours. Just as her panicked mother was 
about to contact the police, young Jane returned. “Well, 
I’ve been in a henhouse, waiting to see how a hen laid an 
egg,” she explained. “Nobody’d tell me, so I just sat down. 
And now I know.”     Her evolution from precocious child to 
“global icon” is documented in “Becoming	Jane,” an exhibit 
that heads to the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles 
County.   “Becoming Jane” is technology heavy. 
Interactive digital displays, 3-D experiences and a 
hologram-like appearance by Goodall herself will capture 
the attention of both adults and youngsters. The real treat 
is seeing her childhood mementos, field notes, Ph.D. 
thesis and other personal belongings and photos. 
 Goodall’s early possessions tell a story of 
someone who seemed destined to study chimpanzees. On 
her first birthday, her father gave her a stuffed animal, a 
chimp. The toy is in the exhibit, its fur nearly all worn 
away, perhaps from too many hugs. Goodall’s favorite 
books included Tarzan	of	the	Apes	and The	Story	of	Doctor	
Dolittle. On a page from a nature magazine Goodall made 
with her friends, visitors can see neatly drawn hands of 
different creatures, including chimps, with details on what 
“purpose” each kind of hand has. Visitors learn that her 
childhood dream of going to Africa came true in 1957, 
when a friend who had moved to Kenya invited Goodall for 
a visit. While there, she met the famed paleoanthropologist 
Louis Leakey and became his secretary. Leakey was 
looking for someone to study wild chimps. At the time, 
most of what science knew about the apes came from 
captivity. Leakey thought observing chimps’ natural 
behaviors would provide insight into the lives of early 
human ancestors. He wanted a female researcher 
because he thought women were more patient and 
observant than men. Goodall accepted Leakey’s 
challenge, despite having no formal training, and on July 
14, 1960, she arrived at the Gombe Stream Game 
Reserve in what is today Tanzania. Almost 60 years later, 
Gombe is home to the world’s longest-running study of 
wild chimps. A life-size replica of Goodall’s tent helps 
visitors experience what life was like during the early days. 
The work required patience. For the first few months, the 
chimps ran away when Goodall would approach. But then 
one day, two chimps stayed, and others eventually 
followed suit. 
        That pivotal moment is re-created in an immersive 3-
D film (anyone prone to motion sickness should skip it) 
that precedes the most fun part of the exhibit: what 
Goodall learned about chimps. Visitors can mimic various 
types of chimp calls or try on a pair of augmented reality 
binoculars that reveal CGI chimps using tools. Goodall, in     
 

fact, was the first scientist to see wild	chimpanzees	use	and	
make	tools — including plant stems for fishing termites out 
of a mound. Until then, tool use was thought to be a 
uniquely human endeavor. Another of Goodall’s 
revolutionary observations was that chimps hunt and eat 
meat, a fact recorded in her field notes.  
 In 1986, Goodall took up environmental activism 
full time, motivated by how endangered chimpanzees are. 
Today, just 340,000 remain in the wild, compared with the 
1 million to 2 million thought to have lived a century ago. 
Several text-heavy panels describe the main threats 
chimpanzees face today, including habitat loss, disease 
and trafficking.     
 “Becoming Jane” ends on a note of hope. Human 
ingenuity, young people and the power of social media are 
among the things that keep Goodall, who celebrated her 
85th birthday last year, optimistic about the planet’s future. 
The exhibit ends with a digital “Tree	of	Hope,” where 
visitors can make Earth-friendly pledges, such as avoiding 
single-use plastics.  
At a time when the environmental challenges facing the 
world can feel insurmountable, Goodall reminds us that 
individuals can make a difference. 
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                          P.O. Box 180598 
                      Dallas, Texas 75218-0598 

                               http://www.lhwrdemocrats.org/ 
 

The Point at C.C. Young 
4847 W. Lawther, Dallas, TX 75214 

                       
Lake Highlands/White Rock Democrats 

§ To support and elect Democratic candidates at all 
levels of government. 

§ To promote political awareness and participation in 
the Democratic Party.   

§ To provide a forum for democratic issues.  
§ Meet with other Democrats to share ideas and 

become better informed. 
§ Participate in workshops and campaigns. 
§ Participate in the Community White Rock Lake. 
§ Participate in Social Events including the annual 

Picnic and Chili Supper. 
§ Receive monthly newsletter with information about 

issues and what you can do to help. 
§ Our members come from the following 

*     Zip code areas:75204, 75206, 75214, 75218, 75223,     
75226, 75228, 75231, 75238, 75243 
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P.O. Box 180598 
Dallas, Texas 75218-0598 
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Membership Application:  Membership runs on a calendar year.  Dues are $25 for the first person and $5 for an additional person at 
the same address.  Join now and participate!  It’s a great way to meet and see neighbors and friends.  
 
First Member Name ___________________________________       Email  ________________________________________ 
 
Occupation _________________________________ ____________Phone ___________________ 
 
Second Member Name _____________________________________Email _________________________________________ 
 
Occupation ______________________________________________Phone  __________________ 
 
Address_______________________________________________     Zip__________________  
 
Precinct____________________             Preferred Phone________________________________ 
 
Preferred E-Mail _______________________________________________________ (for important alerts)  
 
Please mark how you want to receive our newsletter?    By Email ___     By US Mail ___     or    Both ____ 


